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The Amur River system, originating from the Argun and Shilka Rivers, is one of the 
largest river systems in Asia. After the Amur River is joined by the Songhua River (China), 
and the Ussuri River (China-Russia border), and the Zeya and Bureya Rivers (Russia), it 
flows to the north until it reaches its es旬aryto the Tatar (Mamiya) Strait. It is one of the ten 
longest rivers in the world (approximately 4,345 km), and its basin covers approximately 2.09 
million km2. Water resources in the basin are extensively used for agricultural, industrial, 
energy production and domestic purposes, supporting a wide range of human economic 
activities. The transboundary issues in the Amur River Basin cover a wide range of water and 
natural resources issues, as well as environmental and sustainable development issues. 
The Amur River basin hosts some of the world’s most diverse and productive habitats 
and encompasses extensive areas of complex and unique ecosystems. Particular attention has 
to be paid to globally significant biological diversity, and transboundary impacts of human 
activities in the basin on such globally-significant biological diversity, particularly 
endangered, threatened and rare species. Included in these species are several migratory bird 
species, such as Oriental White Storks (95% of global population breed in the basin), Red-
crowned crane (65%), White-naped crane (50%), and Hooded crane (30%). The basin 
includes key stop-over sites for shorebirds, ducks, geese and swans along the Northeast Asian 
Flyway. Approximately 2.4 million ha of wetlands on the Russian side of the basin have been 
significantly modified into pastureland. In Russia, human-induced fires have frequently 
occurred, destroying the important wetland habitats. In the Heilongjiang Province of China, 
approximately 60 % of wetlands have been lost or degraded over the last decades. Due to the 
cu町entefforts in P.R. China and Russian Federation, approximately 5 million ha of wetlands 
are under different levels of official protection, and a total of eleven natural protected areas 
were designated as Ramsar sites. The Amur River Basin provides a habitat of 104 freshwater 
fish species, of which 18 are endemic and 8 are endangered, including Kaluga sturgeon. In 
China alone, there are over 40 kinds of economic fish species. 7 migratory salmon species are 
considered to be important living resources. Further, it is recognized that the basin includes 
approximately 2,800 vascular plant species, and 40,000 species of insects. 
The Amur River input affects the ocean current and quality of the Sea of Okhotsk, in 
particular, the waters in the continental and Sakhalin Island coastal areas. The Songhua 
River, a tributary of the Amur River system has its basin of 460,000 km2, having 
experienced rapid agricultural, urban and industrial development, resulting in degradation in 
its water quality (excessive nutrients, organochlorine, and heavy metals). The Songhua 
River Basin has its population density of 105 people/km2 and includes most of the large 
cities in the Amur River Basin (Harbin, Jilin, Mudanjiang, etc.). The other parts of the river 
basin where pollution is prominent are Nizhneargunsky and Komsomolsky areas in Russia. 
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